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WORKING WITH NATIONAL CHARACTER AREAS
Profiles in Practice
Hebden Bridge Town Hall 
Tuesday 29th January 2013 10am to 2pm 
Free event—lunch provided 

The South Pennines Watershed Landscape Project is the UK Landscape Award winner of 2012 and now goes forward as the UK Government entry to the Council of Europe Landscape Award. Come and hear how the Project was influenced by national policy. 
As part of its responsibilities in delivering the Natural Environment White Paper and the European Landscape Convention, Natural England is updating and improving the profiles for all 159 of the National Character Areas.  These profiles describe the distinctive landscape character of each area, and include a wealth of information along with an assessment of the benefits and services that these landscapes provide for people, wildlife and the economy.  They provide evidence and identify potential opportunities for positive environmental change to help guide local decision making.  
Some 25 profiles have now been published (the South Pennines was one of the first) and can be seen here: 
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/publications/nca/default.aspx
The South Pennines Watershed Landscape Project, managed by Pennine Prospects, was influenced by this work. Funded by HLF, it is part of a national Landscape Partnership Programme that will see significant investment in our treasured landscape over the next five years. 
The venue : Hebden Bridge Town Hall : Waterfront Hall 

Details of how to get there and parking can be found here.
http://www.hebdenbridgetownhall.org.uk/directions.html

The venue is 15 minutes walk from Hebden Bridge Train Station

10:00 	Coffee

10:15 	Welcome 			Pam Warhurst CBE 
10:25 	Val Kirby			Context:  the European Landscape Convention and the UK       				Landscape Award 
10: 45 	Nancy Stedman 		National Character Area Profiles:  the Southern Pennines -   					what and why
11:10 	Coffee
11:30 	Robin Gray 			Practice: The Watershed Landscape Project 
11:50 	Break-out groups 		National Character Area profiles: What do they mean for us?  	 				And how can we use them in our work?  

12:50  	Feedback and summary

13:00 	Lunch:  will be provided 

Pennine Prospects, the rural regeneration company for the South Pennines, is successfully delivering the South Pennines Watershed Landscape project, based on enhancing and raising awareness of the significance of the moorlands and moorland fringes.  This multi-stranded project was based upon the special qualities of the South Pennines upland landscape, and Natural England’s National Character Area profile played a part in developing the strategic approach.  Next steps include developing a woodland strategy as part of its commitment to the sustainable development of the area and the establishment of a South Pennines Local Nature Partnership.  
This event is designed to bring together those interested in understanding how we might manage and enhance our diverse and distinctive landscapes, whilst taking into account the many benefits and services that they provide for the wider society, using the NCA profiles as a starting point.  
Speaker biographies : 

Pam Warhurst CBE  
Pam lives in Todmorden in West Yorkshire, and has previously served as a member of the Board of Natural England, where she was the lead non-executive board member working on the Countryside & Rights of Way Bill. She is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts & Manufacturing, and was Chair of the Board of Forestry Commissioners, and Incredible Edible Todmorden, a local food partnership. Pam has also been Deputy Chair and Acting Chair of the Countryside Agency, leader of Calderdale Council, a board member of Yorkshire Forward, and Chair of the National Countryside Access Forum and the Calderdale NHS Trust. She was awarded CBE in 2005 for services to the environment. Pam was recently made an Honorary Fellow of the Landscape Institute. 

Val Kirby 

Val Kirby is a landscape architect and town planner with extensive experience in landscape policy and strategy.  She has also worked as an academic in England and New Zealand.  She has a research degree in cultural geography, based on the exploration of contests between cultural and natural heritage in New Zealand.
She has recently established an environmental consultancy with her husband, Emeritus Professor Hugh Barton.  This practice, whose strapline in ‘People, Place, Planet’, specialises in sustainable planning and landscape strategies that optimise human health and wellbeing.  
Her voluntary work includes being a member of the LI’s Policy Committee. For several years she was Head of Landscape and Geodiversity at Natural England.  She has also worked for the Countryside Agency and the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority.  



Nancy Stedman 

Nancy Stedman is a landscape architect with an MSc in Conservation, and has wide experience in landscape conservation, having worked in private practice as well as for local authorities, the Countryside Commission and charities.  For several years she was Landscape Conservation Officer for the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority.  Following that she worked as a landscape consultant, whilst developing her own art work, before joining Natural England from its inception in 2006.  
Back in the 1990’s she worked on the definition and description of the original Countryside Character Areas in Yorkshire for the Countryside Commission.  Now, in her role as Senior Adviser in Natural England, she leads on the current review of all the National Character Areas in the north of England.  She also prepared the first stage submission to HLF for the Watershed Landscape project on behalf of Pennine Prospects.    
Robin Gray 

A Landscape Architect and formerly a CabeSpace enabler, Robin has nearly twenty years experience on landscape projects spanning derelict land, woodland creation, waterways, parks, playgrounds, urban realm and historic landscapes. 
More recently Robin was Design Team Leader at Groundwork before joining Pennine Prospects to manage the Watershed Landscape Project. The Project also employs an Interpretation Officer and Community Archaeologist 
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WORKING WITH NATIONAL CHARACTER AREAS
Profiles in Practice
Hebden Bridge Town Hall 
Tuesday 29th January 2013 10am to 2pm 
Free event—lunch provided 

Please complete and return this booking form to the following address:
Robin.gray @pennine prospects.co.uk

Delegate details:

	
Name:

	

	
Job title & organisation:

	

	
Address:

	

	
Email:

	

	
Telephone:

	

	
Dietary requirements
(Please circle as appropriate)
	
Vegetarian        Vegan        Wheat free       Other ..........................         
            



Please return by Tuesday 22nd January 2013

For more information contact Robin Gray  01422 847 612 
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